Data Element Definitions

Address Vacant Indicator

A 1-byte field that specifies whether a delivery point has been unoccupied for 90 days or more:

Y = Vacant 90 days or more

N = Not vacant

Record)

Carrier Route ID

A 4-byte code assigned to a given mail delivery or collection route within a 5-digit ZIP Code area. The first

character of this identification is alphabetic; the last three are numeric:

Bnnn = PO Box

Hnnn = Highway Contract

Rnnn = Rural Route

Cnnn = City Delivery

Gnnn = General Delivery

Delivery Address Number

The numeric or alphanumeric component of an address preceding the street name – often referred to as the

house number. Delivery address numbers that are preceded by significant leading zeroes are identified by a

hyphen preceding the address number. All numeric data is right-aligned with leading zeroes, and all alphanu-meric

data is left-aligned.

Delivery Point Drop Indicator

A 1-byte field that specifies whether a delivery point is a drop site. A drop is a single delivery point or receptacle

that services multiple residences. Examples of drop sites include a single door slot shared by two residences, a

box on a wall for duplexes, or a boarding house or fraternity in which mail is delivered to the door for subsequent

distribution. Mail for drop sites is distributed internally by the site.

A commercial mail receiving agency (CMRA) holds mail or forwards it to an addressee. Each CMRA must be

registered with the post office responsible for delivery to the CMRA. They are also classified as drop sites

because the carrier delivers the mail to one point from which the company distributes it to specific boxes.

Y = Delivery point is a drop

N = Delivery point is not a drop

C = CMRA

Delivery Point Record Count

The total number of delivery points for a given area. In the CDS ZIP Code Header Record, this field contains

the total number of delivery point records for a given ZIP Code; in the CDS Carrier Route Header Record, it

contains the total number of delivery point records for a given carrier route.

Delivery Sequence Number

A numeric code indicating the position of an address within a carrier’s walk path. The order in which a carrier

delivers mail can be determined by listing all address records for the carrier sorted by the delivery sequence

number.

Delivery Type Code

A numeric sequence indicating the category of delivery point and its type of service:

A Residential Curb – A delivery point for a residence with a mail receptacle located at the curb.

B Residential Cluster Box Unit (CBU) – A delivery point consisting of residential cluster boxes.

C Residential Central – A delivery point within a building that has two or more ZIP+4 codes assigned to a

bank of boxes (e.g., Arrow locks).

D Residential Other – A delivery point serviced other than by curb, central, or NDCBU. Examples of this

delivery type include door-to-door (walking route) or door-slot delivery.

E Residential Facility Box – A residential customer’s PO box located in a USPS facility.

F Residential Contract Box – A residential customer’s PO box located in a contract unit.

G Residential Detached Box – A residential customer’s PO box that is not located in a post office building

but for one which the USPS collects box rent.

H Residential Non-Personnel Unit (NPU) – A residential self-service postal center that furnishes essential

mail services such as collection and delivery of ordinary mail and sale of stamps. At a residential NPU,

mail is delivered to mail boxes (similar to PO boxes). Residential NPU deliveries are non-staffed, self-service

and are most often found in rural areas.

I Business Curb – A delivery point for a business with a mail receptacle located at the curb.

J Business CBU – A delivery point consisting of business cluster boxes.

K Business Central – A delivery point for a business serviced by receptacles that are within a delivery

center or mailroom.

L Business Other – A delivery point serviced other than by curb, central, or NDCBU. Examples of this

delivery type include door-to-door (walking route) or door-slot delivery.

M Business Facility Box – A business’s PO Box whose PO Box section is located at a USPS facility.

N Business Contract Box – A business’s PO Box whose PO Box section is located at a USPS contract unit..Computerized Delivery Sequence (CDS) User Guide – October 2002 14

O Business Detached Box – A business’s PO Box whose detached box section is not located in a post

office building, but which is rented from the USPS.

P Business Non-Personnel Unit – A self-service postal center that furnishes essential mail services,

such as collection and delivery of ordinary mail and sale of stamps. At a business NPU, mail is delivered to

mail boxes, similar to PO Boxes. Business NPU’s are non-staffed, self-service units and are most often

found in rural areas.

Q General Delivery – An alternate delivery service that allows customers with proper identification to pick up

mail at post offices. Provided primarily at offices without letter carrier delivery or for transients and

customers who do not have a permanent address or who prefer not to use PO Boxes.

Drop Count

The total number of drop sites. In the CDS ZIP Code Header Record, this field contains the total number of

drop sites for a given ZIP Code; in the CDS ZIP Route Header Record, it contains the total number of drop

sites for a given carrier route. It is NOT the number of customers served by those drop sites. The number of

customers served by these drops can be found in the Resident/Business Served Drop counts.

Plus4(+4)

A 4-digit sequence consisting of the sector and segment numbers. The +4 further subdivides the ZIP Code

area.

PO Box Throwback Count

The total number of PO throwbacks for an area. In the CDS ZIP Route Header Record, the PO Throwback

field contains:

The total number of PO throwbacks for a given carrier route

The total number of PO throwbacks for a given ZIP Code (in the CDS ZIP Code Header Record)

PO Box Throwback Indicator

The address of this delivery point is a street address, but actual delivery is made to the customer’s PO box

address.

T = PO Box Throwback

Record Type Code

An alphabetic value that identifies the type of data in the record.

P = PO Box

G = General

R = Rural Route

S = Street

F = Firm
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Record Type Indicator

A 1-byte field that identifies the type of CDS record.

1 = Volume Header Record

2 = ZIP Code Header Record

3 = ZIP Route Header Record

4 = Detail Record

Seasonal Delivery Indicator

A 1-byte field that specifies whether a given address receives mail only during a specific season (e.g., a

summer-only residence).

Y = Delivery point has seasonal delivery

N = Not applicable

Seasonal Count

The total number of seasonal deliveries for a given area. In the CDS ZIP Code Header Record, this field gives

the number of seasonal deliveries for a given ZIP Code; in the CDS ZIP Route Header Record, it contains the

number of seasonal deliveries for a given carrier route.

Secondary Address Abbreviation

A descriptive code that identifies the type of secondary address range.

Value Description Value Description

APT Apartment PIER Pier

BLDG Building REAR Rear

BSMT* Basement RM Room

DEPT Department SIDE* Side

FL Floor SLIP Slip

FRNT* Front SPC Space

HNGR Hangar STE Suite

LBBY* Lobby STOP Stop

LOT Lot TRLR Trailer

LOWR* Lower UNIT Unit

OFC* Office UPPR* Upper

PH* Penthouse KEY Key

*When these abbreviations are used, a

secondary address number is not required.

See the latest version of Publication 28,

Postal Addressing Standards, for a com-plete

list of secondary address abbrevia-tions.

If any discrepancies exist between

this document and Publication 28, the most

current version of Publication 28 always

takes precedence..Computerized Delivery Sequence (CDS) User Guide – October 2002 16

Secondary Address Number

The alpha and/or numeric sequence that specifically identifies a unit at an address. The number may represent

an apartment, room, suite, floor, space, or other similar addressable unit. Apartment or room numbers that are

preceded by significant leading zeroes are identified by a hyphen preceding the number. All numeric data is

right-aligned with leading zeroes, and all alphanumeric data is left-aligned.

Street Name

The official name assigned to a street by a local governing authority. This field contains only the street name and does not include directional or suffix components. This element may also contain literals (e.g., PO Box, General Delivery, USS, PSC, or UNIT).

Numeric street names that have numeric components of four characters (or less) are aligned so the low-orderdigit of the number is in the fourth position of the field. This shift is made so that the numeric street names appear in numeric sequence.

Street Post-Direction Abbreviation

A geographical direction following a street name.

W = West

E = East

N = North

NE = Northeast

NW = Northwest

S = South

SE = Southeast

SW = Southwest

Street Pre-Direction Abbreviation

A geographic direction preceding a street name.

Spaces No Pre-Direction

E East

N North

NE Northeast

NW Northwest

S South

SE Southeast

SW Southwest

W West

Street Suffix Abbreviation

A standard USPS code for a word frequently appearing as a trailing designator in street addresses. 
Examples Street Suffix Abbreviations

ALY Alley ANX Annex

ARC Arcade AVE Avenue

BYU Bayou BCH Beach

BRK Brook BG Burg

BYP Bypass CP Camp

CYN Canyon CPE Cape

CSWY Causeway CTR Center

CIR Circle CLFS Cliffs

CLB Club COR Corner

CORS Corners CRSE Course

CT Court CTS Courts

CV Cove CRK Creek

CRES Crescent XING Crossing

DL Dale DM Dam

DV Divide DR Drive

EST Estates EXPY Expressway

EXT Extension FALL Fall

FLS Falls FRY Ferry

FLD Field FLDS Fields

FLT Flats FRD Ford

FRST Forest PATH Path

PIKE Pike PNES Pines

PL Place PLN Plain

PLNS Plains PLZ Plaza

PT Point PRT Port

PR Prairie RADL Radial

RNCH Ranch RPDS Rapids

RST Rest RDG Ridge

RIV River RD Road

ROW Row RUN Run

SHL Shoal SHLS Shoals

SHR Shore SHRS Shores

SPG Spring SPGS Springs

SPUR Spur SQ Square

STA Station STA Stravenue

STRM Stream ST Street

SMT Summit TER Terrace

TRCE Trace TRAK Track

TRL Trail TRLR Trailer

TUNL Tunnel TPKE Turnpike

UN Union VLY Valley

VIA Viaduct VW View

VLG Village VL Ville

VIS Vista WALK Walk

WAY Way WLS Wells.Computerized Delivery Sequence (CDS) User Guide – October 2002 18

Vacant Code

The total number of delivery points unoccupied 90 days or longer for an area. In the CDS ZIP Code Header

Record, this field gives the number of delivery points unoccupied for 90 days or more for a given ZIP Code; in

the CDS Carrier Route Header Record, the total number of delivery points unoccupied for 90 days or more for

a given carrier route.

Volume Sequence Number

A number representing the position of any given volume within the entire set of tapes/cartridges.

ZIP Code

ZIP is an acronym for Zone Improvement Plan. It is a 5-digit code that identifies a specific geographic delivery

area. ZIP Codes can represent an area within a state, an area that crosses state boundaries (unusual condi-tion)

or a single building or company that has a high mail volume.

ZIP Count

The total number of ZIP Codes for a given volume.

ZIP Sector Code

The first two digits of the 4-digit ZIP add-on code. This code represents a smaller geographic area within a ZIP

Code area. ZIP sector boundaries are established so as not to cross state or county lines.

ZIP Segment Code

The last two digits of the 4-digit ZIP add-on code, which represent a smaller geographic area within a ZIP

Sector area. Geographically, ZIP segments represent areas such as one side of a city block between intersec-tions;

both sides of a street, including cul-de-sacs; a company or building; a floor or group of floors within a

building; a cluster of mailboxes; sections of post office boxes; or other similar delivery groups..
